Subject Area___United States and New York State History_ Grade Level _7 & 8___

Mission Statement:  It is the mission of the Elba Central School District to actualize the phrase “Elba Equals Educational Excellence for Everyone.”  We are committed to providing both quality and equity.  Every student will have the opportunity to develop to the best of his/her ability.

Elba Standards: In addition to the knowledge and basic skills they need in order to participate in society, graduates of Elba Central School will develop:

1. Empowering skills: decision making, goal setting, creative thinking and problem solving abilities;

2. Communication and social interaction skills;

3. Technological literacy;

4. Total wellness (social, physical, emotional health and self-esteem);

5. The values necessary to participate in society.

As a result of achieving these outcomes, our students will embrace lifelong learning.

New York State Standards:

Standard 1: Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York.

1. The study of New York State and United States history requires an analysis of the development of American culture, its diversity and multicultural context, and the ways people are unified by many values, practices, and traditions.

2. Important ideas, social and cultural values, beliefs, and traditions from New York State and United States history illustrate the connections and interactions of people and events across time and from a variety of perspectives.

3. Study about the major social, political, economic, cultural, and religious developments in New York State and United States history involves learning about the important roles and contributions of individuals and groups.

4. The skills of historical analysis include the ability to: explain the significance of historical evidence; weigh the importance, reliability, and validity of evidence; understand the concept of multiple causation; understand the importance of changing and competing interpretations of different historical developments.  

(Continued)

National Standards: (10 strands)

Culture:
Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of culture and cultural diversity.

Time, Continuity, and Change
Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of the ways human beings view themselves in and over time.
(Continued)

Performance Indicators:  
· Explore the meaning of American culture by identifying the key ideas, beliefs, and patterns of behavior, and traditions that help define it and unite all Americans.

· Interpret the ideas, values, and beliefs contained in the Declaration of Independence and the New York State Constitution and United States Constitution, Bill of Rights, and other important historical documents.

· Describe the reasons for periodizing history in different ways

· Investigate key turning points in New York State and United States history and explain why these events or developments are significant

· Understand the relationship between the relative importance of United States domestic and foreign policies over time

· Analyze the role played by the United States in international politics, past and present

(Continued)

	Assessment:  
	Acceptable Performance Level:

	New York State 8th Grade United States History Exam
	Level 3 or 4 on 8th grade assessment as defined by New York State grading rubric

	
	


Scope:


Chronologically organized study of United States and New York State history divided into 12 units of study, tracing the human experience in the United States from pre-Columbian times to the present, and tying political, economic, and social trends in United States history to parallel trends and time frames in New York State history.

Sequence:

1. The Global Heritage of the American People Prior to 1500

2. European Exploration and Colonization of the Americas

3. A Nation is Created

4. Experiments in Government

5. Life in the New Nation

6. Division and Reunion

7. An Industrial Society

8. The United States as an Independent Nation in an Increasingly Interdependent World

9. The United States Between the Wars

10. The United States Assumes Worldwide Responsibilities

11. The Changing Nature of the American People from World War II to the Present

12. Citizenship in Today’s World

Methodologies – Best Practices:

· Use of DBQs as a way to encourage students to use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate understandings of major ideas.

· Incorporation of 6-Traits as a method of assessing writing pieces within the scope of course

· Incorporation of word processing and computer programs as a way of reaching technological literacy

· Use of internet as a method to reach technological literacy

