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6/16/2003

Telephone Call to Kate Chamberlain

6/16/2003
1:00 ~ 5:19 PM
Will meet at 9:00 A.M. Thursday May 21 at her house:

3901 Orchard St.

Walworth  NY 

315.986.1267

5/28/2003

7:00 ~ 10:30 PM

Met again including her husband Dave

Notes from meetings:
4/30 Meet with Sandy, Michelle, and Kathy

5/22
The ‘blindfold’
Tuna & pineapple

Lions & tigers & ‘stairs’ ~ Oh My!

Keys, keys, who’s got the keys?

Technology making your life easier~ ;)

Access denied
5/28 Meet with Mr. & Mrs. Chamberlin

5/29 Nicholas Marini IEP assistive tech evaluation

6/4 Meet with Sandy, Michelle, & Kathy
6/12 Dustin Schrieber meeting w/ FE teachers

6/13 Tyler Chamberlin meeting w/ FE teachers

A required, written project dealing with an assistive technology application is required in order to successfully complete the ATACP and earn a certificate. This involves a documented effort of at least 8 hours and will be due within 90 days of completion of ATACP instruction. 

Project activities will be highly individualized, and will reflect the interests of, and resources available to each participant. Once all instructional hours have been completed, and a written report of the completed project has been received and approved by the Training Coordinator from the Center on Disabilities, an ATACP Certificate will be issued. 

Representative projects may include but are not, of course, limited to: 

1. Being an active part of a collaborative team effort to incorporate AT into the life of a student/client with a disability. Project report will cover team building, IEP/IWRP/IFSP goals and implementation of those goals, AT assessment and AT applications, different environmental settings and follow through. 

2. Obtaining AT for a senior who needs assistance with activities of daily living. Incorporating the new technology into that person's life through assessment, training and follow-up services. Report on the benefits, physically and financially, of the AT application. 

3. Assist a person with a sensory disability to obtain technology that is needed on the job, in the home, or at school. Address assessment, training, funding, follow through, supports and implementation process. 

4. Develop, coordinate, and present a workshop on the "Potential of Assistive Technology" to your colleagues or interested parties. Give examples of the use and application of assistive technology in the home, school, work and community environments. Project report/Action Plan will address goals, objectives, collaboration, timelines, and evaluation. 

5. Conduct a toy adaptation and switch fabrication workshop for parents and professionals at an early intervention program in order to develop a switch and adapted toy lending library. Report on the benefits of switch interfaces and the importance of cause and effect for a toddler. Submit handouts and evaluations from the training. 

Project Plan:
ATACP Class:  LA FastTrax 03
Project Deadline:   June 18, 2003
Name:   David R. Colburn
Title:   
Organization:   Wayne Central School District
Work Address:
6076 Ontario Center Rd.
P.O. Box 155

Wayne Middle School, Tech Support

Ontario Center, New York 14520

Work Telephone:   315.524.3083
Work Fax:   315.524.0229
Email Address:
dcolburn@wayne.k12.ny.us
Project Title:

“In-Sight in School”
Project Summary: This project entitled “In-Sight in School” will be very closely related to the representative project given in Representative projects may include but are not, of course, limited to: 

1. . . .

2. . . .

3. Assist a person with a sensory disability to obtain technology that is needed on the job, in the home, or at school. Address assessment, training, funding, follow through, supports and implementation process.

Although originally there were a number of different projects that I had contemplated submitting for this course “In-Sight in School” has presented itself as my project of choice for a couple of important reasons.  The people involved in it have touched my own heart.  They are people in my own community with very significant needs and they have already faced obstacles in the meeting of those needs.  Secondly, I believe building this “project” around the personalities of these real community people will provide the driving force for the plan of this project to progress and eventually truly succeed.
This project is in both a developmental and an early stage of being already in-process.  It has the potential to become a very valuable service to the community and a significant improvement in the school system with the way we meet the needs of our constituency.  The potential for this kind of value comes from the fact that it will bring the real needs of real people face to face with the real financial limitations that the public school system is experiencing right now, especially in New York State.

This project is still in the planning stage because it has the capacity for almost unlimited growth as it is successfully utilized.  It is in the “in-process” stage because it is necessary to ‘kick-it-off’ in order to allow the planning aspect to progress.  Failure to implement the various elements of the plan for this project will reveal very early-on its inability to develop and its inevitable failure.
The note struck here in this summary probably sounds very much lacking in hope for its success, but actually this project bears much hope for being a real-life improvement in the process of the local school system fulfilling its responsibilities to the taxpayers who provide for its existence and more importantly entrust the safe-keeping of their children educationally to the public school system.  The beauty of the ‘consumerism’ concept that has been expressed in the ATACP is that it fosters accountability.
The hope that does exist in this project is rooted in the real people with real needs that I somewhat unexpectedly and inadvertently have come to know fairly recently.  It is their names and faces that will challenge us to the point that real and lasting decisions will have to be made concerning people and their needs and the provision, management, or prioritization of the necessary tools to accomplish the tasks.  It is no longer acceptable to say “just get it done’ without also addressing the reality (or lack thereof) of the resources necessary to underwrite the required result.  It would seem that, especially in the world of education, intellectual honesty is the first order of business.
Goals/Objectives:

Objective:  To establish and enhance improved communication and organization of resources between the school district and the community (both students, parents, staff, and faculty); especially with people with disabilities; which will lead to a more efficient use of the available resources in the community and a greater success in meeting the needs of people with disabilities in the community.
Goals:

To identify resources within the community and the public school system which can be coordinated to provide the best service for students and / or parents in the communities who have disabilities.
Timeline for Implementation:
The plan for this project is dynamic and its continuing development is dependent on its progress and growth.  But at the same time this project has actually already been launched, because the basis of its existence involves people already identified who both have needs themselves and also have the ability to be key resources within the community in their area of disability.

The timeline for this project actually turned into the timeline and an outline of the justification and methodology for the project:
How did ATACP assist me with the completion of the project:

Awareness

Sensitivity

Information

Motivation

Organization

Opportunity

Facilitation

Communication (Listserv)

EXAMPLE
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Project Title:

The Bobcat Buzz (an Accessible School Newspaper)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Project Summary: 

Vision Statement: To provide students in our school, of differing abilities, the tools to create and publish a school newspaper, that can be read and enjoyed by every student in the school, while enriching their academic and social growth, and self esteem.

Purpose of Project: To create a school newspaper for our school, that involves every child who would like to be involved in its creation, regardless of any disability they may have. This would be done utilizing various adaptive and assistive technologies, not only in the children’s reporting, but also in the paper’s publishing. 

Primary Goal: To have my students, who have severe and multiple disabilities, become involved in creating a product that the school does not currently have. In doing so, allowing them to become more involved with their non-disabled peers, by pairing them with other students interested in being on the paper’s staff, and having them create their articles together. My goal is to also involve students through the language arts, resource and speech and language teachers, and migrant education, to get children involved who may need a fun and creative way to work on their own academic challenges.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Goals/Objectives

Have multi-disciplinary school advisors/facilitators for the newspaper. 

At the beginning of the school year, and thereafter as needed, meet with school staff who have already shown interest in this project (language arts teacher, resource specialist, speech/language specialist and principal) and any other adult who may have an interest (i.e. migrant education teacher). 

Assign roles and responsibilities within this group to keep throughout the year. 

Brainstorm ways to get the children of the school involved in the creation of the paper. Target certain students and/or groups to recruit (i.e. a child who may be working with the speech/language specialist may be used to record reporting questions on augmentative communication aids for my students, thus having an opportunity to practice their pronunciation). 

Projected Outcome: A multi-disciplinary team will give the input that will provide a effective system that should be developed for the newspaper that allows all students in the school to contribute successfully. 

2. Obtain a good cross-section of students (grade and ability level) from the school to be involved in its creation and publication.

Advertise for newspaper staff throughout the school, in classes and on their "Friday Notes" that go home. 

Have the advisors approach students whom they feel would benefit, or be good creative contributors to the paper. 

Meet with the students and elect an editor and assistant editor. 

Have students go through examples of newspapers and decide what sections they would like in their paper. 

Assign lead reporters for each section. Pair my students with lead reporters for assistance in reporting, writing and publishing.

Projected Outcome: Having a good cross-section of students on the newspaper’s staff should create a more diverse newspaper that all students would enjoy at the school regardless of social, academic and emotional background. 

Have a variety of assistive and adaptive technologies to assist the students in the newspaper’s creation. 

Introduce the students to the assistive and adaptive technology that has already been targeted for use in creating the newspaper, and train them in their use. Technology targeted at this time is: Augmentative communication devices such as the Tech Scan, Step by Step Communicator, and One Step Communicator, as well as the PECS communication system; adapted keyboard Intellikeys, computer software Writing with Symbols, and Boardmaker. I also have a copy of the book News 4 You, by Jacquie Clark, M.A., CCC-SLP, which can be used to inspire the students or as a supplement to their newspaper. 

If there is a student that needs additional technology assistance to help them create the newspaper, work with the student and school in acquiring the appropriate technology to help make them successful. This would be especially true for students at the school who may have specific learning disabilities whom I don’t currently work with, but are students of the resource teacher.

Projected Outcome: The students will improve in their academic and social deficit areas, and self-esteem by interacting with specific assistive and adaptive technology, according to their IEP and migrant profile.

Publish the newspaper at least monthly after the first quarter. 

Projected Outcome: Students will become proficient in their auditory and visual processing skills, as well as social skills, as they produce a product monthly.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Timeline for Implementation:

Meet with other teacher advisors/facilitators within the first three weeks of the beginning of school. 

Have student meeting two weeks after the advisors meet. 

Publish the first newspaper by Thanksgiving and monthly after that. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

How did ATACP assist me with the completion of the project:
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